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POINTERS 

The Supplementary Statement issued by the Primus of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, on behalf of the College of Bishops 
in Scotlafid, i$ printed in full on page roo. The original statement 
was summarized in our September issue, p. go. 

This supplementary statement meets the difficulties to which 
we drew attention last month, but the quotation in the final para- 
graph, even if “ still relevant’, is not now wholly true. We 
would point out (a) that even though “She movement .. . is the 
reverse of schtsmatic in intention "’, its promoters made no effort. 
to delay the implementation of the union when the protests from 

«Nandyal made it quite clear that it. would be schismatic in eftect 
and would produce disunity and bitterness where there had pre- 
viously been unity and concord ; (6) that the Scheme had seriously 
deteriorated since the encouragement given to it by the Lambeth 
Conference of 1930; (c)-that Nandyal and Secunderabad (see , 
Faith and Unity, September, p..91) have shown that there is a 
* reasonable alternative to carrying on... under the new condi- 
tions’, even though it be a difficult one and deserving of more 


encouragement than it receives. eae 


4 


The Scottish Bishops do, indeed, imply that Communion can 
only be received from those who are ordained priests of the 
Church, but they do not warn their people who may have occasion 
to be in South India that they now have no security that the 
officiating minister in an ex-Anglican church in the area has in 
fact received valid episcopal ordination. 

. . 


The Syrian Church of Malabar, we stated in our July issue— 
relying on a report in The Living Church—was about to discuss 
proposals for union with the Greek Orthodox Communion on 
certain conditions. The report contained, the Metropolitan Mar 
Theodosios has pointed out to us in a letter, “ incorrect news 
about our Church and my visit to Greece last September.”’ 

“In the first place,” the Metropolitan continues, “ my visit . 
was merely a friendly one and it had absolutely no official charac- 
ter. In thankfulness to the very cordial welcome given there to 
me and to my chaplain. Father Philipose we expressed the desire 
that a return visit of the kind to our church by some of the Greek 
prelates would be most welcome. ‘I never inv ited any Greek 
delegation to India to discuss * proposals for union.’ with us. Nor 
has yet any ‘delegation gone from Athens to India for dis- 
cussions’. As such how could ‘a pre-condition of the proposed 
union would be the renunciation by the Syrian Church of the 
Monophysite heresy '? It is a very serious allegation to make 
that the Orthodox Syrian Church of India holds Monophysitism 
so long as she vehemently condemns the teaching of Eutychus 
that the humanity of our Lord is absorbed in His divinity. In_ 
common with all other Orthodox and Catholic churches she 
teaches that our Lord is perfect God and perfect Man with 
distinct natures, the one not being absorbed by nor'confused or 
mixed up with the other.”’ 

We very much regret that we were misled into publishing an 
inaccuraté report, and tender our apologies for the mistake. 

* * * * 


Lambeth 1948 Reviewed is the title of the Report of the Theo- 
logical and Liturgical Committee of the Church Union, published 
oy the Church Union at 6 Hyde Park Gate, S.W. 7, price sixpence. 
The section on the Unity of the Church, which is the one with 
which we are specially concerned, occupies rather more than one- 


third of the whole report. The unsatisfactory nature of the © 


recommendations of the Conference“as regards the Church of 
_ South India is laid bare, and the unjust and ungracious treatment 
of the Nandyal continuing Anglicans is noted. The remaining 
comment deals with “ relations with non-episcopal churches ” 

It picks out for comment the first and fourth of the five’** counsels 
and considerations ’’- for guidance in “ further approaches to 
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reunion '’, discusses the resolution dealing with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury's Cambridge sermon, and finally refers to the 
Ceylon Scheme of union and negotiations taking place in various 
parts of the world. . 
We commend the Report to our readers’ attention and study. 
* 


The Ceylon Scheme of Union is not only called in question by 
members of the Church of Ceylon. The Anglican, now * The 
Organ of the Church of Ceylon Defence League ”’, of August, 1949, 
quotes a letter of the Rev. B. Holland to: the Ceylon Methodist 
Church Record, in which the writer calls on “ the Anti-Union 
element in our Church "’ not to let their case go by default. ‘ In 
the Provincial Synod,”’ he continues, no discussion was allowed 
on the considerable number of proposed amendments to the 
Scheme that had been submitted by. the Conference Special 
Committee, by the Quarterly Meetings and District Synods, and 
by members from the floor of the Synod. When public and other 
meetings are held about Union no opposition speakefs are invited. 
No opponent of Union finds a place on the negotiating body.” 
Even those who are “in general agreement with the Scheme ”’, 
but “‘ want it modified in certain respects .. . find it difficult to 


get their views considered.”’ 


He denounces the Scheme. on the grounds that some of the 
powers accorded to the Bishops “© are the very negation of demo- 
cracy '’; that it * would not allow the remarriage in a Church of 
a divorced person, even... the innocent party "’; and that “ the 


denominations of Christendom are one of its .glories, showing 


forth the richness and many-sidedness of Christ’. “If union 
comes,” he concludes, * and if it is based on the present or any 
similar Scheme, many Methodists will have no option but to 
secede.” 

On this the Editor of The Anglican comments that “ not 
Anglicans only but Methodists also are opposed to the Pro- 


posed Union, though for different reasons.’ 


Proposed Conversations in East Africa. The following paragraph 
appeared in the Tanganyika Standard (W eekly Edition) of 
July oth, 1949." 

‘ The Bishop of Mombasa will be asked to appoint a commission. 
representing the Anglican Church in the diocese to explore,‘ what 
needs to be done ~y prepare for the ultimate establishment of a 
United Church in East Africa’ if a resolution before the seventh 
session of the Mombasa Diocesan Synod—-to be held in Nairobi 
between July 12th and 15th—is carried. ve 
Concluded on page 104. 
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: THE SCOTTISH BISHOPS 
AND THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT 


It has come to our notice that the recent statement by the 
College of Bishops in Scotland with regard to the Church of South 
India has caused misunderstanding in some quarters; and we 
think it may be useful to issue this brief supplement. 

1. The Statement was definitely concerned with Resolution 
52-54 of the Lambeth Conference Report, and needs to be read 
in that context. 

2. The Statement presupposes the acceptance of the Canons 
of the Scottish Church ; the first of these asserts that this Church 
maintains inviolate the Catholic and Apostolic Ministry of Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons; while another, the sixteenth, refuses to 
allow any clergyman to officiate as such unless it is satisfactorily 
established the said clergyman has _ been. Episcopally 
Ordained to the Order to which he professes to belong, and will ~~ 
conform to the doctrine and discipline of the Church.”’ 

3. The pronouncement both in the Lambeth Resolution and in 
our statement “ that Ministers of the Church in South India who 
have not been Episcopally Ordained should not be regarded as 
having acquired any new rights or status in relation’to the Anglican. 
Communion as a whole (or to the Episcopal Church in Scotland in 
particular) solely by reason of the fact that they areMinisters of that 
Church”, clearly indicates that such Ministers are not regarded by 
"a as qualified to administer the sacraments to our people. 

It is made plain in Paragraph 3 of our Statement that the 
shlicy laid down therein is provisional. 

5. It may be worth-while to refer to a Synodical Statement by 
the Scottish Bishops dated November 2oth, 1947. This is still 
relevant, and is easily accessible, being printed in the Preface to 
the 1948 Crockford, pp. viiif- Its third paragraph (which we 
quote below) gives our reasons for not adopting a policy of 
extreme rigorism : 

(3) It would be easy to regard the action of the four South 
Indian dioceses as merely schismatic, and logical to condemn it 
as such without reserve. But it must be remembered (a) that the 
movement has been inspired by the hope of healing divisions, and 
- so is the reverse of schismatic in intention, however defective in 
method ; (4) that considerable encouragement was given to the 
Scheme in its earlier stages by the Lambeth Conference of 1930 ; 
(c). that many ex-Anglican priests and congregations have at 
present no reasonable alternative to carrying on their work, 
however unwillingly, under the new conditions, and so can hardly 
be held responsible for the wreguianty of the position.” 
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OUR DAY PRAYER 


Our Day of Prayer for the maintenance of the faith and unity 
of the Church is to be held on Thursday, October 2oth, though it 
is possible that in some churches, for local reasons, some other 
date may have to be chosen. We trust that all who are concerned 
- for the unity of the Church will take their part in the observance 
of the day, for which a prayer paper and leaflet have been pre- 
pared. Copies of these have already been sent to our priest- 
supporters through the Representatives of the Council in the 
dioceses, and are also inserted in this issue of Faith and Unity. 
Those who would like additional copies may have them on 
_ application to the Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, 
Kent, enclosing a stamped addressed envelope for reply and a 
note of the additional number required. The costs of- printing 
and distribution are higher this year than ever before, and we 
shall be most grateful for contributions towards these expenses. 
Sums, large or small, will be gratefully received either by the 
Secretary, whose address is given above, or by the Treasurer, 


~~ C.D.C.P., St. John’s Vicarage, 173 Kew Road, Richmond, Surrey. 


Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to C.D.C.P. 
—these initials are sufficient. : 

The need for our Day of Prayer, not as a substitute for, but 
as an encouragement to, our regular and continued prayer for 
the maintenance of the faith and unity of the Church is as great 
as ever. Hitherto no canonical or binding pronouncement on 
relations with the Church of South India has been made, but 
now Joint Committees of the two Convocations of Canterbury and 
York are sitting together to discuss those relations. When their 
report is submitted to the Convocations, probably ‘early next 
year, the time will have come when an official decision will have 
to be made. That the decision may be a right one, in accord with 
the Catholic principles of the Church of England and such as to 
safeguard the standard of her faith, should be. the object of our 
regular prayers and one of the things in our minds as we keep the 
Day of Prayer. Here at home conversations betwéen repre- 
sentatives of the Archbishop of Canterbury and representatives 
of the Free Churches are being held and an interim report has 
been published (see Faith and Unity, February, 1949, p. 40 and 
June, 1949, p. 71) and it has been announced that conversations 
with the Presbyterian Church in Scotland are-+to be resumed: in 
Ceylon a Proposed Scheme of Union is, being discussed: in 
the Diocese of Mombasa proposals have been put forward 
for discussions between Anglicans and Presbyterians and 
Methodists: aH these things—and others too—are matter for 


our prayers. 
IOI 


WIDER UNION FOR THE CHURCH 
SOUTH INDIA 


The preliminary reunion discussions between the Baptists, 
Lutherans, and the Church of South India held in Madras in 
December, 1948 have now been published (Lutherans, Baptists, 
and the Church of South India. The Christian Literature Society 
of India: Madras: 1949). An invitation for these discussions 
_was issued by the Church of South India and accepted by the 
—Lutherans of the Danish Mission, the Tamil Evangelical Fitheran 
Church (Swedish), and the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India; and by the Baptists of the Telugu Baptist 
Churches, the American Baptist Mission, the Baptist Churches 
of the Northern Circars, and the Canadian Baptist Mission. 

The aim of the gathering was purely exploratory to ascertain 
two facts. “*(1) Is any group conscious of any insuperable 
obstacle which in its judgment will make further discussions with 
a view to union useless? (2) If the barriers which now separate 


us are not thought to be insuperable what ought our procedure _ 


to be?’ 
PRELIMINARY PAPERS 


To introduce the subject, three papers were read by reptesenta- 
tives of each group. Bishop Michael Hollis, the Moderator of the 
Synod, spoke for the Church of South India. He stressed the 
desire of the Church of South India for a wider union of Cliristians 
in South India, and stated that the Church of South India method 
was to find unity through union. It did not attempt to solve all 
doctrinal cleavages in advance in its agreed Constitution, but 
endeav oured to find the answers by living in a mutual fellowship. _ 

that the way to attain full understanding and compre- 

hension is by being prepared to unite before that understanding 
and comprehension has been attainéd.”’ He said that the Con- 
_ stitution of the C.S.I. was not unchangeable, but that no changes 
could be introduced which would hear some freedom explicitly 
safeguarded in our present Basis of Union’, or force anyone “ to 
accept some doctrine or practice which is not at present binding 
with the Church of South India’. It was not prepared to 
abandon the Creeds in public worship, but it would not insist upon 
rigid doctrines of the episcopate or the sacraments. 

The Rev. Paul Sandegren of the Federation of Evangelical - 
Lutheran Churches presented:the best-of the-three papers. He 
explained with lucidity the somewhat baffling pictureof world- 
wide Lutheranism. He professed admiration. for the manner in 
which the C.S.I. had solved the question of episcopacy and felt 
‘that this solution would be its outstanding contribution to a 
wider union of churches. But he indicated that *‘ on the doctrinal 
side the C.S.I. is very poor, dangerously poor. ...’’ He felt that 
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the mere acceptance of the creeds divorced from a rich theo- 
logical tradition was very dangerous. He asked that the same 
deep study which had resulted in the C.S.1. type.of episcopacy 
might be used with regard to credal and sacramental doctrine. 
The Rev. Dr. Frank Manley presented a paper from the 
~ Baptist point of view. He found the conception of the Church 
and the nature of the ministry and ordination in the Constitution 
of the C.S.I. in conflict with the Baptist concepts and wondered 
to what extent the Baptist point of view could be accommodated 
in this type of union. In particular the thirty -year rule (entirely 
unacceptable to Anglicans for its vagueness) * is a cause of very 
grave misgivings in Baptist circles ’’ because of its rigidity ! 


DiscuSSIONS TO BE CONTINUED 
In the light of these three papers, each delegation prepared a 
separate answer to the two questions. They asked that the work 
be continued with special emphasis upon the doctrinal points. It 
was then recommended that each church-group be asked to 
appoint twelve members to an“ Inter-Church Group of Lutherans, 
Baptists, and C.S.1. for Conversations on Union "’, to meet in 
Madras in September, 1949. It also recommended that a com- 
mission on theological points with Bishop Newbigin of the C.S.I. 
as converier be appointed. This commission was to have eight 
members from each body of which four should also be es 
of the “ Inter-Church Group". The commission was to study 
particular : ‘‘ the relation of doctrinal and sotiimeienabetehiiante 
to the nature of the Church ; the relation of the personal experi- 
ence of conversion to the nature of the Church (including the 
question of infant and adult Baptism) ; the nature of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper; the question of authority in the 
Church (including the question of episcopacy).” 
Implementation of these suggestions by the governing body of 
each church will result in the appointment of the two committees. 
In general, the Lutherans will require a higher doctrinal and 
credal teadard than is now found in the Constifution of the C.S.L., 
_an interesting commentary upon the same criticism voiced by the 
1948 Lambeth Conference ; whereas the Baptists will require a 
' weakening of the catholic ministry. At the very time when 
Anglicans through the Lambeth Conference have made six recom- 
mendations for strengthening and clarifying the doctrinal, sacra- 
mental, and ministerial elements of the Constitution of the C.S.I. 
as a basis for full intercommunion, the Lutherans ask for more 
, rigid conceptions of the creeds and sacraments and ‘the Baptists 
seek less rigid concepts of the ministry as a basis for union. It 
will be interesting to see whether Anglicans, Lutherans, or 
Baptists prove the most appealing to the Church of South India. 
Louis A. HASELMAYER. 
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Concluded from page 99. 


The-resolution will come before the Synod after an_address 
™ Mr. C. E. Mortimer on the ‘ Unity of the Church". The com- 
mission, if appointed, will held conversations, if mutually agreed, 
with the representatives of the Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa, the Overseas Presbytery of the Church of Scotland in 
Kenya, and the’Methodist Church and the Mission in Kenya for 
the further consideration of this matter. 2 

* All members of the Anglican Church in the diocese will be 
urged to take every opportunity to co-operate with the members 
_of other churches in evangelism and in other spiritual and social 
ac tivities. | 

* Another resolution be fore the Synod will ask the Church to 
‘ support the view ' that Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons of the 
Church of South India should be accepted as such in the diocese.”’ 


REUNION 


A -PaPpER READ BY His Grace THE Lorp ARCHBISHOP OF 
ARMAGH TO THE CLERGY OF THE DIocESE Or GLASGOW . 


C.D.C.P. PAMPHLET 

Have you had your copy of this clear, definite and authoritative 
criticism of the errors of present-day reunion schemes ? 

The Secretary, ©.D.C.P., still has a few copies, or it may be 
_had from the Pax House, 57 Buckingham Gate, Westminster, 

& 3 

S.W.1 

Price rod. post free. 


Communications for the Editor and Annual Subscriptions to 
Faith and Unity, which niay commence at any time (minimum. 
subsc niption, post free, four shillings a year), should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 

_ Receipts for amounts under ten shillings will be enclosed with the 
next issue of Faith and Unity after the subse — has been 
received, 

Copies of most back numbers of Faith and (’ nity are av ailable 
and ci can be had: from the Secretary, price fourpence cach, post free. 
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